The US-UK Fulbright Commission is pleased to announce 59 Summer
Institute participants to the United Kingdom for the summer of 2019.
SUMMER INSTITUTE PARTICIPANTS TO THE UNITED KINGDOM

Ethan Child
Ethan participated in the Fulbright-AIFS/Globe Education Summer Institute
Ethan Child, of East Bridgewater, Massachusetts, is a rising junior at Bridgewater
State University, majoring in English and Secondary Education. As a life-long lover of
theatre, Child is naturally passionate about the study of Shakespeare. He hopes to
share this passion with his future students by incorporating theatrical approaches in
the English classroom. Child believes that there is no better way to interpret
Shakespeare than to engage with it in the context of performance—and what better
place is there to do this than where it all started at Shakespeare’s Globe in London?
Child has had the privilege of learning about theatre through his acting experiences at
Bridgewater State, including in productions of Hand to God, How to Succeed in
Business Without Really Trying, and the student-written documentary-theatre piece
Word for Word, for which he received an Irene Ryan Nomination and competed at the
Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival. He has also appeared in Romeo
and Juliet and The Taming of the Shrew with Nemasket River Productions. He enjoys
working as a tutor in his school’s Writing Studio and Second Language Services
departments and as a teacher at the Arts for Youth summer camp.
Child looks forward to engaging with as much theatre and Shakespeare as possible
while in London, hoping to learn how to show his future students how exciting
Shakespeare can be.

Ari Kelo
Ari participated in the Fulbright-AIFS/Globe Education Summer Institute
To Ari Kelo, William Shakespeare’s texts have the unparalleled power to unite and
connect audiences. As a rising sophomore at the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign pursuing a dual degree in Acting and Political Science, Ari hopes to follow
that legacy by using his stories and other forms of theatre to encourage empathy and
productive political conversation across communities.
As a College of Fine and Applied Arts James Scholar, the Treasurer/Social Media
Coordinator for Odd Request Improv, a member of the What You Will Shakespeare
Company, and an active comedian on campus, Ari stops nowhere to reach this goal.
In addition, Ari participates in Chicago youth politics, having co-led Northside College
Prep’s Mikva Challenge chapter—a non-partisan organization that expands youth
participation in politics. Through Mikva, Ari organized a week-long Voter Registration
Drive and led the curation of an all-school symposium on civic engagement, diversity,
and activism. At the root of all these efforts, Ari hopes to reduce political hyperpolarization and inspire communities to listen to the voices often ignored.

While studying at Shakespeare’s Globe, Ari will learn how to further harness the
power of Shakespeare’s texts to create such political empathy, engage in crosscultural dialogue on timeless social issues, and become equipped to inspire
audiences to shape their futures through the examination of the past.

Caleb Sheedy
Caleb participated in the Fulbright-AIFS/Globe Education Summer Institute
Caleb Sheedy is a current sophomore at Syracuse University, in their BFA Acting
program, on track to graduate in 2022. He has always been a very active and
outgoing person, involving himself in every activity possible, ranging from theatre to
political activism. He has always pushed to be the best he can and receiving this
scholarship has topped everything thus far.
As cliché as it sounds, studying Shakespeare at the Globe is his dream come true,
and there has been no better feeling than receiving this scholarship to pursue that
dream. This is a huge accomplishment to check off, but it by no means is a result. As
an actor there is never a product; everything can be improved, you can always go
bigger, and always push yourself to be better. This is a mantra Sheedy lives by, as big
accomplishments open doors to bigger ones yet to be experienced. For him, this
program has opened doors to the future he never thought possible, providing
academic success he didn’t know he could reach, and has put him on track to have
the best career imaginable.

Ava Beck
Ava participated in the Aberystwyth University Summer Institute
As a sophomore attending Washington State University, Ava is studying Linguistics
and Psychology to prepare herself for a future as a Speech Language Pathologist, but
her interests and passions go deeper than just a career in helping people improve
their language skills.
She is most interested in the intersection of language and identity, and how to
preserve both on an individual as well as a societal level. Hoping to work with children
who are bilingual or learning a second language, she is also studying Spanish and
pursuing her own certificate to teach English as a foreign language to round out her
education and understanding in the area of language development and proficiency.
The UK Summer Institute at Aberystwyth is the perfect backdrop for Beck to gain a
global understanding of language and identity intersection, as Wales has been
making strides towards Welsh language proficiency and preservation in the last
several years, with a goal of 1/3 of the population reaching Welsh proficiency by 2050.
In the three weeks of the Summer Institute, Beck hopes to practice a little of her own
Welsh and witness this immense perspective shift regarding language and identity in
the cultural hub of Wales, bringing her experience back to the US to apply to the
remainder of her studies and future career.

Christopher Boose
Christopher participated in the Aberystwyth University Summer Institute
Raised by state-building games like Catan, Age of Empires, and Sid Meier’s
Civilization, Christopher always knew he wanted to be an out-of-touch government
official with a passion for history. Led by this bureaucratic dream, he became involved
with Model UN, local liberal politics, and student government in high school to prepare
him for his time at Georgetown University. There, Christopher spent his freshman
year getting involved with the university’s International Relations Club, studying
government and economics, and eating pasta after midnight in common-room
kitchens.
Having grown up between Chinese and American identities, Christopher is looking
forward to studying how nationality penetrates both the lives of others as well as our
politics, both global and domestic. Applying this, he hopes to promote cross-cultural
and cross-political understanding and global citizenship.
While at the Aberystwyth Summer Institute, he is also looking forward to immersing
himself in Welsh culture, the language, and the countryside.

Catherine Choi
Catherine participated in the Aberystwyth University Summer Institute
Catherine is a rising junior majoring in Industrial and Labor Relations at Cornell
University. She was raised in Buffalo, New York and later in the suburbs of Baltimore,
Maryland by her immigrant family from South Korea, and grew up navigating her
personal Korean identity in the context of the complex American nationality. She is
elated to study Nationhood and Identity at Aberystwyth University to learn about the
Welsh perspective on preserving language and culture in a period of ever-present
globalization.
Catherine looks forward to traveling through the natural beauty of the countryside,
befriending locals, and learning to speak a bit of Welsh. She also hopes to exchange
knowledge and experiences with her fellow Fulbright travellers to further her
understanding of the American identity, as well as bring an international labour
relations education back to the US for her studies at Cornell. Ultimately, she hopes to
pursue a career in social justice after graduating and seeks to develop a nuanced
perspective on institutions and infrastructures that protect minority voices.

Sage Coates-Farley
Sage participated in the Aberystwyth University Summer Institute
Sage grew up in a small Vermont town with her family and about 20 sled dogs. She
has always loved the outdoors, books, and being creative. She first discovered her
passion for humanitarian work during a high school internship at the Vermont Refugee
Resettlement Program. Working directly with refugee teens gave her new perspective
on an issue she cares so much about and piqued her interest in identity and
nationhood. This experience inspired Sage to start an initiative of her own: using her
knitting and crochet skills to provide warm winter clothing to former refugee families in
Vermont. She hopes to take this forward as she establishes a career in global
humanitarian work.
Sage is currently pursuing her undergraduate degree in International Studies with a
focus on the Middle East at American University. She expects that this Summer
Institute will teach her more about the intricacies of individual, national, and global
identities so that she will be more prepared to pursue a career in humanitarian work.
She is also excited for this to be her first experience travelling abroad and is looking
forward to exploring the Welsh countryside.

Nelson Graves
Nelson participated in the Aberystwyth University Summer Institute
Nelson Graves is a rising junior at the University of Central Arkansas majoring
Philosophy and French with a minor in Interdisciplinary Studies. Having academic
interests in applied ethics and foreign languages, he gravitated toward the summer
institute at Aberystwyth for the unique circumstances surrounding the Welsh language
and Welsh cultural preservation in the UK.
Aside from his involvement in Ethics Bowl, UCA Philosophy Religion club, Model
United Nations, and the UCA Francophone club, Nelson enjoys music and plays the
oboe in a university sponsored chamber ensemble. Outside of school he likes
spending time with friends and trying new foods.

Taylor Reed
Taylor participated in the Aberystwyth University Summer Institute
From the west coast of the United States to the west coast of Wales, San Diego State
University Political Science student, Taylor Reed, is bringing her zest for international
politics to a nation with deep roots in the international community. Participating in the
Fulbright UKSI at Aberystwyth University which features the study of Wales’
nationhood and identity in a global perspective illustrates Reed’s belief in cultural
educational exchanges.
Education has held a steadfast importance in Reed’s young life, both as she has
pursued her own academic ambitions and promoted education access for her peers.
At the age of seventeen, Reed earned a spot among the Manteca Unified School
District’s Board of Trustees, where she advocated and changed board bylaws to
incorporate the scholastic needs of students in her district. Throughout her year long
tenure on the Board of Trustees, she was enthralled by the innerworkings of
government systems and inevitably intertwined politics.
Reed hopes to highlight the significant positive impact that cultural immersion has by
encouraging the next generation to study abroad through her aspiration of working for
the United States’ Foreign Service. During her time in Wales, Reed desires to explore
her two pastimes—golf and touring museums.

Lydia Shaw
Lydia participated in the Aberystwyth University Summer Institute
Lydia Shaw just finished her first year at Franklin & Marshall College, where she is an
intended English Literature and American Studies double major. She is a rigorous
analytical writer who has also published award-winning fiction through the Scholastic
Art & Writing Awards.
The Fulbright Summer Institute programme on Identity and Nationhood at
Aberystwyth University will help her studies through its focus on Welsh national
identity. At the Institute, Lydia hopes to explore her interest in nationalism and
marginalized voices, specifically as they are articulated in and by literature. Lydia’s
academic interest has been shaped by three consecutive summers of archival
research at the Library Company of Philadelphia, on whose website she has been
published thrice. Lydia plans to visit the National Library of Wales to examine the
cultural role of libraries in another country. She looks forward to pursuing her studies
in a culturally diverse setting.
Lydia believes it is important to study books in relation to their nations—books and the
discourses they contain represent, shape, and influence national identities. After
receiving her B.A., she intends on attending graduate school in a field of English
studies. Lydia wishes to pursue editing professionally as a tool for outreach and social
change.

Lucas Unver
Lucas participated in the Aberystwyth University Summer Institute
Lucas Unver was born and raised in Columbus, Ohio where he graduated from
Olentangy Liberty High School and is now a rising sophomore at Denison University.
Lucas is pursuing a major in Biochemistry with dreams of attending medical school
someday. On campus, Lucas is the treasurer of the Denison University Biological
Society, works as a Head Lifeguard, helps prospective students as an overnight host,
and is a member of the Community of Christian Athletes. He is also involved in
voluntary research at The Ohio State University’s Biorepository Lab and COPPER
Lab working with liver and lung tissue. In his free time, Lucas is an avid runner and
enjoys spending his time outside in nature.
In Wales, Lucas is excited to learn about Welsh identity and experience a new culture.
Additionally, Lucas is interested in the Welsh healthcare system and how treatment
varies across the UK.

Danielle Corbin
Danielle participated in the Scotland Summer Institute at the University of Strathclyde
and the Glasgow School of Art
Ever since she was a little girl, Danielle Corbin has loved to create. From the ten
different t-shirts she designed throughout primary and secondary school to her oil
paintings of Cuban cars as a symbol of her heritage, Danielle has continuously
enjoyed exploring her creative nature. Now, at the University of Notre Dame, she is
involved in the Shirt Project and is studying architecture, a field that combines both
design and innovation and permeates every aspect of life.
With a strong interest in New Urbanism, she hopes to explore in her Summer Institute
how architecture and urban planning can create sustainable, resilient, and inclusive
communities. Since architecture exists for the humans who inhabit it, she is excited to
explore the ways in which the local community, history, economy, and culture in
Glasgow are deeply intertwined with the surrounding built environment. Being from a
suburb in Jacksonville, Florida, she cannot wait to immerse herself into a walkable
and culturally vibrant community.
As a Sorin Scholar at Notre Dame, she hopes to pursue a research project in urban
design that draws from what she has learned from the Glasgow urban environment
during her time at the Summer Institute.

Joseph Doner
Joseph participated in the Scotland Summer Institute at the University of Strathclyde
and the Glasgow School of Art
Joe was raised in Arlington Heights, Illinois. An Eagle Scout; while in high school, he
was captain of the Science Olympiad team and was a charter member of the school’s
Feminism Club. Joe is a rising junior at Monmouth College in Illinois where he has
been named to the dean’s list each semester.
At Monmouth, Joe is the President of Students for Environmental Awareness, political
editor for the school’s newspaper, a member of Rotoract, and part of the James and
Sybil Stockdale Fellows Program. He is co-leader and co-creator of a non-partisan
political discussion group aimed at improving dialogue borne from all points on the
political spectrum. In addition to double majoring in International Studies and
Environmental Studies & Sustainability he is minoring in French.
Joe looks forward to experiencing the land of his forebears and hopes to learn about
the Scottish Government’s stated goals of moving toward clean energy, innovations
involving the reduction of waste, and reusing resources. He looks forward to sharing
all he has learned in Scotland with his school peers “The Fighting Scots”, including
the local customs and sites he experiences while studying in Scotland.

Nathan Hewitt
Nathan participated in the Scotland Summer Institute at the University of Strathclyde
and the Glasgow School of Art
Nathan Hewitt is a student at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte entering his
third year of study in computer engineering. He is passionate about practical
applications of engineering, having both worked as a TA to teach engineering’s
benefits to new students and participating in research on medical applications of
computer vision. This summer, he continued his research on practical technology by
contributing to the development of a swarm robotics testbench at West Virginia
University.
However, Nathan’s interests vary far from solely his technical background. With a
wide spread of curiosities across psychology, literature, sociology, and the arts, he
seems to always have some questionably-useful Wikipedia fact to share. His hobbies
include cycling, playing guitar, and reading. He is extremely excited to supplement
these holistic interests with the opportunity available at the Fulbright UK Summer
Institute in Scotland.
Between gaining first-hand experience of Scotland’s culture, learning about the
country’s technology industry, and delving into its deep legacy of art and innovation,
Nathan’s hunger to learn may finally meet its match at the UKSI. This will be Nathan’s
first time abroad, and he cannot wait to soak up everything that Scotland and its
people have to offer.

Riley Jackson
Riley participated in the Scotland Summer Institute at the University of Strathclyde
and the Glasgow School of Art
Riley Jackson graduated from Blue Springs South High School in the top one percent
of her class and was named Female Academic Graduate of the Year. Riley is a rising
sophomore engineering student at University of Missouri-Columbia. She is an
honours ambassador, conducts research in a biomaterial’s lab, and is active in the
Society for Women Engineers, Mizzou Engineering Student Council, and Alpha
Omega Epsilon.
She aspires to create innovations that will allow individuals with severe degenerative
motor and neural disorders to live more accessible and independent lives. Her dream
is to develop her own medical device company geared towards that specific mission.
She is excited to explore Glasgow’s 3D Definitive Human Project as well as
Strathclyde’s Biomedical Engineering Laboratories.
Through this institute she hopes to gain new perspectives to combine creativity with
technology, while immersing herself in Scotland’s rich culture of innovation. She is
looking forward to experiencing a collaborative approach to learning alongside new,
unique teachers and peers. Riley hopes to form global partnerships and engage in
problem solving through creative, scientific, and social discovery while exploring
Scotland.

Lily Klezmer
Lily participated in the Scotland Summer Institute at the University of Strathclyde and
the Glasgow School of Art
Lily Klezmer was born and raised in Carmel, Indiana, where she attended St.
Theodore Guerin High School and graduated as Valedictorian. During her time there,
she served a variety of leadership roles, pursued her love of tennis, and had the
opportunity to participate in several design projects. Lily has taken her passion for art
and design with her to the University of Notre Dame where she is pursuing a major in
architecture and made Dean’s List her first year. She hopes to continue her studies to
focus on how architecture of the past paves the way for future designs, specifically
designs that seek to minimize negative environmental impacts.
During her time at the Summer Institute, Lily believes that studying in Scotland will
provide her with a new perspective on architecture as well as further improve her
skills in critical thinking, creativity, and design. She is most excited to immerse herself
in Scotland’s rich culture by experiencing all that she can with her cohort. Lily also
looks forward to documenting her first adventure outside of the United States in her
sketchbook and broadening her understanding of the world by learning from the
people of Scotland.

Molly Roe
Molly participated in the Scotland Summer Institute at the University of Strathclyde
and the Glasgow School of Art

Molly Roe loves to try new things – from learning to bake, delving into a new book, to
even developing vaccines. The rising second year biology major hopes to channel her
inquisitive nature and love of learning into a career in scientific research. This past
year she joined a lab at her home institution, Butler University, working with
Respiratory Syncytial Virus – one of the leading causes of infant mortality worldwide
that currently has no vaccine. During the summer, she continued her research at
Emory University, studying the nuances of the virus to assist to vaccine development.
Roe thinks of every day as an adventure, and the next adventure – the Scotland
UKSI. Roe cannot wait to learn from institutions and individuals at the forefront of their
fields and looks forward to not only exploring the way Scotland is pushing the
boundaries of innovation, but also the impact that innovation has on the world.
In her free time, Roe enjoys music, reading, and baking. She cannot wait to hit up
Scotland’s music scene, experience some new cuisine, and roam around Glasgow,
Edinburgh, and the Highlands. The Summer Institute will be her first experience
abroad.

Diego Sandoval
Diego participated in the Scotland Summer Institute at the University of Strathclyde
and the Glasgow School of Art
Diego Sandoval was born and raised in the Central Valley of California. A graduate of
Modesto High School and a former folkloric dancer, he is currently a rising junior at
University of the Pacific and a student in the university’s Powell Scholars and Legal
Scholars programs. Currently, Diego is involved with Pacific’s chapter of the
professional engineering fraternity Theta Tau and Pacific’s Biomedical Engineering
Society. Beginning in the fall of 2019, he will be the outreach coordinator for the
Legal Scholars Program’s admissions team as well as a representative in the
university’s student government.
A history-turned-bioengineering major interested in a career in patent law, Diego is
looking forward to participating in the Scotland Summer Institute. He hopes to learn
more about Scottish history, law, and culture. He is also interested in learning more
about Scotland’s advances in biotechnology and medical devices, how these
advances have impacted patient care, and how innovation and patent law have
played a role in these industries. Furthermore, Diego is excited and grateful to have
the chance to engage with the other members of his cohort and looks forward to
forging lasting friendships through the Summer Institute.

Bridget Smith
Bridget participated in the Scotland Summer Institute at the University of Strathclyde
and the Glasgow School of Art
Bridget Smith grew up in Lawrence, Kansas where she attended Lawrence High
School. During her years there, she served on the Executive Board of Student
Council, was President of the Model UN team, sang in the choir, and was an AllAmerican member of the debate team.
Now a rising junior at Oberlin College, Bridget serves on the Student Senate, is CoChair of the Oberlin Democrats, and works three on-campus jobs, including working
at the school’s study abroad office. She is a 2019-2020 Oberlin Law and Justice
Scholar, which is a year-long program supporting students interested in pursuing legal
careers, and a 2019 Cole Scholar, a program that funds students to pursue individual
research related to campaigns and electoral politics. Due to her passion for politics,
Bridget is majoring in Politics, concentrating in Education Studies, and minoring in
Rhetoric and Composition.
While participating in the University of Strathclyde and Glasgow School of Art
Summer Institute in Scotland, she hopes to learn about the connections between the
country’s art and technology sectors and Scottish public policy, meet fellow
Fulbrighters, and of course, explore local tea shops.

Ryan Weicht
Ryan participated in the Scotland Summer Institute at the University of Strathclyde
and the Glasgow School of Art
For Ryan Weicht, life is all about creating. He has been learning about creativity’s
ability to connect different disciplines since an early age, while working across a wide
variety of media platforms— including music, film, animation, digital design, drawing,
and writing. Now, as a communication and economics student at Villanova University,
he continues to explore interconnection and mutual support between various
academic and occupational fields.
Ryan believes that creativity and innovation thrive through the promotion of
understanding, equal valuation, and cohesion between these fields. He hopes to
inspire such promotion using communication and creative production. Ryan is excited
to gain first hand exposure to Scotland’s finest leading work in creativity, innovation,
and technology across visual creative disciplines, business, healthcare, and other
areas. He hopes that an exposure to such work, as well as a greater understanding of
how Scotland’s citizens communicate about global issues, will develop skills that he
can use to actively and immediately promote change in America.
Having never been abroad, this institute will give Ryan an unprecedented opportunity
to engage a multitude of people and interests, expand his global horizons, and act as
a cultural ambassador both in the United Kingdom and the United States.

Genevieve Wilson
Genevieve participated in the Scotland Summer Institute at the University of
Strathclyde and the Glasgow School of Art
Genevieve Wilson is a gardener: one who strives to nurture growth in herself and
others; one who searches for the potential in every plot of land she steps foot on; one
who carefully invests time and effort into cultivating a bountiful harvest.
A rising third-year student at Emory University studying Neuroscience and
Behavioural Biology, Genevieve is dedicated to bettering the world around her
through her studies, lab work, and community service. As director of Emory’s weekly
volunteer program, Genevieve fosters a strong relationship between her university
and the surrounding Atlanta community. She also performs laboratory research
through Emory’s department of Human Genetics, investigating the molecular
mechanisms underlying Alzheimer’s Disease. In the future, she aims to pursue a
career in neuroscience research and contribute to the development of more effective
treatments for neurological diseases.
Delving into the themes of technology, creativity, and innovation in Scotland through
the Fulbright Summer Institute, Genevieve will challenge herself to venture beyond
her current perspectives. This experience will deepen her understanding of how her
career path of choice fits into a global context, empowering her to more fully employ
her strengths for the good of society. Anticipating abundant opportunities for personal,
professional, and academic growth, she especially looks forward to the program
segments on medicine and related technologies.

Kendall Chamberlain
Kendall participated in the Queen’s University Belfast Summer Institute

A journalism major at Kennesaw State University with a long-time love for words and
their power, and one who finds great strength and inspiration in that fact, Kendall
Chamberlain was ecstatic to have the opportunity to travel to Northern Ireland and
see how literature and art can be used as a tool for political change and social
impact. Spending four weeks situated in such a nuanced part of the world as Belfast,
and focusing on Irish Literature and Culture, this is the perfect opportunity to see and
embrace this phenomenon first-hand.
Kendall spends her free time advocating for various causes, whether political or
philanthropic- to politicians, the community members, and the like. She has a
particular focus on Children’s Cancer advocacy and has lobbied to politicians for
legislation recognizing the cause, while serving with various organizations and
speaking to various groups to garner greater awareness.
She intends to use all that she learns from her time in Northern Ireland to not only
become a better storyteller in the grand scheme of life, but to strengthen the impact
that she and her peers can have on society and the world. Kendall hopes to pursue a
law degree that will lead to a career that blends together her love for the
communicative arts with law, politics, and public policy. Her time in Belfast will be a
transformative and crucial step in the pursuit of these very plans.

Chloe Elleman
Chloe participated in the Queen’s University Belfast Summer Institute
Chloe Elleman is a rising junior studying Medical Sciences at the University of
Cincinnati. She is a member of the University Honors Program, a Medical Sciences
Ambassador, and the President of the University of Cincinnati AmeriCats, which is a
veterans and military support club. Following her undergraduate career, she hopes to
attend medical school to pursue a career in paediatric medicine.
During her time in Northern Ireland, Chloe will be studying in the Education for
Transformation Program at Queen’s University Belfast. She is looking forward to
learning about the effects of violent conflict on individuals and communities which she
hopes will help her to better serve military veterans when she returns to the US. As an
aspiring physician, Chloe wants to be able to effectively teach her patients about
medical conditions, so she is excited to learn about education as a Fulbright student.
She also hopes to utilize education alongside political advocacy to be an ambassador
for positive change in the US healthcare system.
Aside from her academic interests, Chloe is looking forward to collaborating with
people from around the world and experiencing the beauty of Northern Ireland.

Marcella Jurotich
Marcella participated in the Queen’s University Belfast Summer Institute
Marcella Jurotich was born and raised in the cornfields of Nebraska, but she has lived
across the western United States, most recently in Montana. She competed
extensively in science fair in high school conducting research primarily on river
ecology, river geomorphology, and the interaction and balance between agriculture
and stream health.
Now a rising junior at Carleton College in Minnesota, Marcella has studied Geology,
Linguistics, and German before finally deciding upon Linguistics as a major. In
addition to academics, she also teaches folk dance, plays harpsichord and piano and
will soon tackle learning the organ!
Marcella looks forward to travelling abroad for the first time and being able to learn
more about the complex cultural and historical dynamics of Northern Ireland as well
as being able to see the geology of the island. As a Linguistics major, she seeks to
learn more about the impact of language on society and politics. She is excited about
the opportunity this program presents and hopes to be able to use her experiences
here to better understand our world.

Ashley McMichael
Ashley participated in the Queen’s University Belfast Summer Institute
Although she moved around often when she was a child, Ashley McMichael finally
made San Diego her home when she chose to attend San Diego State University.
Now a rising sophomore, she is pursuing a major in International Security and Conflict
Resolution and a minor through the Weber Honors program in Interdisciplinary
Studies. She has played an active role in her community through her involvement with
both a local political party as well as a state-wide campaign and various volunteering
opportunities through her church.
Ashley is eager to learn about the sectarian conflict in Northern Ireland, as it is one of
the most unique conflicts in the world and offers valuable lessons in peacebuilding,
and she is particularly looking forward to experiencing the brilliant culture that
Northern Ireland has to offer, from its literary contributions to the vibrant landscapes.
During the Summer Institute, Ashley hopes to improve upon her ambassadorial skills,
meet a multitude of fascinating people, and expand her knowledge of conflict
transformation.

Linette Sanchez
Linette participated in the Queen’s University Belfast Summer Institute
Martylinette Sanchez was raised in Des Plaines, Illinois where she graduated in the
top 5% of her class at Maine West High School. Her passion in social justice was
shown when as a newspaper editor she won the National Quill and Scroll award for
her articles concerning refugees and participated in Voice for the Nameless, a human
rights advocacy club. Martylinette was also the Group Leader for the International
Business Internship Program, a club that developed business solutions for business
owners in Nigeria whilst fundraising for business owners to receive business classes.
She is now a rising sophomore at DePaul University, double majoring in Political
Science and Economics; minoring in Spanish. At DePaul, Martylinette has continued
to show commitment to her community through the DePaul Community Service
Association and teaching immigrants English. In the future, she plans to attend law
school to continue advocating for marginalized communities through becoming an
immigration attorney or following a career in government.
In Belfast, she looks forward to participating in the academic programme of Conflict
Transformation and Social Justice and learning how society can overcome conflict
and how these solutions can be applied to help people around the world.

Hunter Smith
Hunter participated in the Queen’s University Belfast Summer Institute
Hunter Smith attends Nebraska Wesleyan University (NWU) in Lincoln, Nebraska. At
NWU, he is a History major, Political Science minor, and is receiving his Secondary
Education Endorsement. He is the President of Theta Chi Fraternity at NWU, a
member of the NWU Board of Governors, a student ambassador, a member of the
Student Education Association of Nebraska, and a member of NWU Model United
Nations team.
He is beyond grateful for the Summer Fulbright experience at Queen’s University
Belfast. He participated in the ‘Education for Transformation’ program which allowed
him to study the complex, ‘separated’ school systems of Northern Ireland. He had the
opportunity to observe Catholic, Protestant, and Integrated school at all academic
levels. He also got to ask Northern Ireland Assembly members questions about
education policy.
Before NWU, he attended Broken Bow High School in the small rural town of Broken
Bow, Nebraska, where his high school graduation class had 60 students.

Armando Borrego
Armando participated in the University of Birmingham Summer Institute
As a young child, Armando often enjoyed passing time drawing, painting, reading,
and of course, watching movies. Therefore, as Armando continued to devote his time
to fostering his passion and love of literature and visual mediums, the field of
filmmaking/media presented the perfect matrimony for creating.
He hopes for his time at this institute to be informative regarding a transatlantic
understanding of media and its cultural economies and ethics; to understand the
history of collaborations between both America and the UK; and if time allows, better
frame his sense of American/Hollywood cinema in relation and respect to a global
framework. Learning and pushing yourself to study and understand varying
perspectives that may be opposing or foreign to ours is exactly what motivates
Armando to continue his studies and strive to provide a voice and view that may not
have yet been seen. Further, Armando believes that his study and practice within the
humanities is a lifelong discipline that is will only benefit from a rigorous course
provided by the summer institute taking place at Birmingham University.
As a young Hispanic male, Armando understands the opportunity that has been
afforded to him not only to further his own learning and point of view, but also become
a model for younger Hispanic/Latin and Native American students of all genders and
backgrounds to remember that education is the key to broadening our lives and
perception.

Joe DeBlasio
Joe participated in the University of Birmingham Summer Institute
In the past few years Joe’s life has been filled with many ups and downs. Being
accepted into Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications
and Renée Crown Honors Program was a proud moment for him. He also had a
major surgery which removed him from school for the Fall 2018 semester. Coming
back to Syracuse in the Spring and being accepted into this Fulbright program was a
real moment of perseverance and his greatest achievement to date. This made him
realize that you must believe in yourself even when the odds are stacked against you.
He is excited for the upcoming month at the University of Birmingham! It will be an
opportunity to study what he wants to do in the future and develop skills in film that he
can improve upon returning to Syracuse. He is excited to be surrounded by likeminded students and faculty from around the world. He is intrigued to engulf himself in
a foreign culture and take what he learns back to the United States and into his
various communities. He is also excited to be exploring various UK cities, as well as
the BBC Centre and Warner Brothers Studio.
Staying in tune with new films and social media provides Joe with motivation for
pursuing a career in filmmaking. There is always something new to learn and he is
eager to use this Fulbright program to help him develop my skills to one day become
a creative director.

Theo Poling
Theo participated in the University of Birmingham Summer Institute
Theo Poling is a creative writer, poet, and screenwriter from Ann Arbor, Michigan.
Poling loves to write about underrepresented groups in genre stories, including
science fiction novels featuring the unique perspectives of LGBT mythological
creatures, among others. Poling has spent two years studying Writing for Screen and
Television at the University of Southern California’s prestigious School of Cinematic
Arts and has had an LGBT western short film produced by the university.
Poling’s love for writing was born out of a love for storytelling. Poling grew up
watching science fiction shows from the BBC, like Doctor Who, and always admired
the spirit of diversity and cooperation depicted in said shows.
At the University of Birmingham, Poling hopes to look deeper into the histories and
messages behind British film and media and explore personal connections to those
stories. Poling is interested in the effect media has on young minds and how it can be
best used to educate and shape future generations. In the future, Poling hopes to
produce and publish stories that share that same global spirit while offering a brand
new perspective.

Shelby Rodger
Shelby participated in the University of Birmingham Summer Institute
Shelby Rodger, from Alton, New Hampshire, is a rising junior at Syracuse University
pursuing a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Film. At Syracuse, Shelby is a member of
Delta Kappa Alpha, a professional co-educational fraternity for the cinematic arts. She
is especially passionate about the organization’s charity, SeriousFun Children’s
Network, which is a community of summer camps for children with serious illnesses.
Shelby is also a Syracuse student ambassador and tour guide. She enjoys meeting
young prospective film students and helping them navigate the confusing transition to
college. She has been working this summer as a Video Production Intern at the
International Association of Privacy Professionals in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Shelby is eager to further her film studies at the University of Birmingham and hopes
to learn more about film and television scriptwriting while she’s there. She is also
excited to immerse herself in British history with day trips to Oxford and Cambridge.
After completing her undergraduate education, she would like to pursue a master’s
degree in either screenwriting or creative writing.

Ethan Treadwell
Ethan participated in the University of Birmingham Summer Institute
Ethan Treadwell, of Boise, Idaho is two years into his education at Whitman College
after graduating with his IB Diploma from Riverstone International School in Boise.
With intensions to double major in Astronomy and Film and Media Studies, Treadwell
will be the first in his family to attend and graduate from college. In the summer of
2019, Treadwell will be attending a Film and Media course at the University of
Birmingham through the Fulbright UKSI. This will be his first time traveling outside of
the US, so he hopes to learn just as much about cultural perspectives and practices in
the UK as he does about his studies in Film and Media. Treadwell finds great
importance in broadening his perspective and approach to communicating with
people; we all share this space with one another, and it is of utmost importance to
truly understand other cultures in order to communicate effectively.
Treadwell believes that this opportunity will grant him insight into the greater world of
broadcasting and media; he hopes to apply what he has learned during this program
to create more accessible educational media for a multicultural audience.

Skylar Ward
Skylar participated in the University of Birmingham Summer Institute
Skylar Ward is a rising junior majoring in Cinema and Media Studies and minoring in
Music Industry at the University of Southern California. She grew up in Tampa, Florida
and her long-standing passion for theatre led to her become the stage/production
manager and president of her high school theatre company. She was nationally
recognized as a QuestBridge Scholar as a high school senior and graduated with
honours.
At USC, she has supplemented her educational pursuits by working as an associate
producer and technical/floor crew member on three different Trojan Vision Television
Series, is currently an assistant stage manager/technician within the facilities
department at the School of Cinematic Arts, and is also a member of Alpha Gamma
Delta, where she currently serves as the VP of Administration.
She is excited for the opportunity to travel abroad to the United Kingdom, expanding
her education to include the British perspective on film and media and learning from
and with fellow students from divergent backgrounds and cultures as they collaborate
on various projects and strive to uncover what inspires each of them most. She hopes
to pursue a career in film or television development or production after graduating
from USC in 2021.

Emma Beavins
Emma participated in the University of Bristol Summer Institute
Emma Beavins is a rising sophomore at Butler University who studies English and
Spanish. She has always loved going to school, reading, and learning about local and
global issues through books. However, once she entered college, she began to feel a
pull towards doing something with her knowledge and passions. Now, her primary
focus lies in advocating for social justice through grassroots campaigning. Beginning
in the winter of 2018, she has worked closely with an organization called the
Dressember Foundation to raise awareness of human trafficking and to generate
funds.
Emma believes that the University of Bristol Summer Institute, where she will study
Arts, Activism, and Social Justice, will allow her to see how a variety of social justice
issues are being addressed in Bristol—specifically, through the lens of the arts. As a
writer, a vocalist, and a person generally inspired by the process of creating, the Arts
aspect of this program is particularly enticing to her. By participating in the Summer
Institute, she believes she will be more equipped to bring awareness to the issues
that she is passionate about through creative lenses.
In the future, Emma would like to continue her work advocating for women’s rights,
access to health care, access to the arts, and financial stability within underserved
communities.

Kylie Cochrane
Kylie participated in the University of Bristol Summer Institute
Kylie Cochrane is a student at Barrett, The Honors College at Arizona State
University in Phoenix, AZ majoring in journalism and mass communication, and
minoring in public service and public policy, with a certificate in cross-sector
leadership.
As a passionate storyteller, from a young age, Kylie aspires to work as a broadcast
journalist and lawyer, with the end goal of utilizing storytelling as an agent for social
change. On her campus Kylie has enjoyed co-hosting on Blaze radio, a top five
student station, reporting for the entertainment news show, Cronkite Cut, and
providing tours for incoming students as a Devil's Advocate. She was also recently
elected as the Vice President of Policy for Arizona State University with a focus on
civic engagement, inclusion, and accessibility when advocating for students. Kylie
has also interned at the Maricopa County Public Health Communications Office and
will be working with Arizona PBS to produce the award-winning program Arizona
Horizon. Off-campus Kylie promotes health policy, fundraises and manages youth
leaders around the state of Arizona as the Director of the March of Dimes Youth
Leadership Council, a non-profit fighting for the health of all moms and babies. She
is a strong supporter of ongoing learning and works as an academic tutor to
encourage others to be invested in their own education, future, and world.
Kylie hopes to use her experience as a Fulbright Summer Institute participant at the
University of Bristol, as a stepping stone for her work as a journalist or any other
avenue on her career path where she can give a voice to others and help contribute
to more empathetic and compassionate humanity.

Derek Collins
Derek participated in the University of Bristol Summer Institute
Derek Collins of Hattiesburg, MS, is currently pursuing a major in Political Science
with minors in Philosophy and Legal Studies at Western Kentucky University. Derek
has spent much of his time as a competitive elocutionist going around the country and
advocating for positions such as prison reform, gun violence awareness, and
educational enhancement. Throughout his career as a public speaker, Derek has
garnered awards on the state, regional, and national levels of competition. However,
Derek also looks to expand his advocacy beyond competitions. He is excited to be
working with Students Demand Action to increase awareness of gun violence in
America, and pressure lawmakers into making effective change.
While studying at the University of Bristol, Derek looks forward to studying arts, social
justice, and activism through a different lens. He especially looks forward to gaining a
more in-depth understanding of Bristol and its relation to the Trans-Atlantic Slave
Trade. Derek seeks to build upon his knowledge of issues plaguing different
communities. He aspires to become attorney as wishes to defend the rights of all
people no matter their race, social identity, or economic background.

William ‘Chase’ Isbell
Chase participated in the University of Bristol Summer Institute
Chase Isbell currently attends Washington and Lee University in Lexington, Virginia
with plans to receive a B.A. in English with minors in Creative Writing and Film and
Visual Culture Studies. Originally from the rural plains of Amarillo, Texas, Isbell had
developed his love of cultural studies from a young age, with interests in both the
creative and academic aspects of the humanities.
Isbell, an artist and writer himself, has ambitions of becoming a published author, with
poetry currently serving as his preferred medium. However, aside from artistic
pursuits, Isbell is interested in the work of activism and social justice; ideally, he
wishes to blend his interests in art and social justice, making the Fulbright Summer
Institute on Art, Activism, and Social Justice at the University of Bristol the perfect
opportunity for Isbell to explore his passions.
At university he participates in his interests through his schoolwork, exploring various
humanities fields with an emphasis on the study of Gender and Sexuality in literature,
visual art, theatre, and film. Outside the classroom, Isbell participates in campus
activism through his position as editor-in-chief of the Vigil, an online magazine which
receives student writing on social justice, and his work with the local LGBTQ+
community. However, alongside this work he finds creative fulfilment through his
personal writing and work as co-editor-in-chief of the student art magazine
Ampersand.
He looks forward to his month-long adventure in Bristol June of 2019 and hopes to
find inspiration for his activism and art during his first trip outside the US.

Josiah Lax
Josiah participated in the University of Bristol Summer Institute
Josiah is from Santa Monica, California, where he spent his childhood participating in
the arts through theatre, acting, and dance. Soon, dance became his passion in life,
and he continued to study classical ballet at several elite ballet academies.
Now a student at Butler University, Josiah’s professional goals include
choreographing dance works and directing a ballet company that use art in in a
manner that will provoke thought on issues in our society. However, to create
meaningful art, it is imperative to gain a more profound understanding of social and
political issues, and how said issues have or are being handled by various artists of
diverse mediums in different societies.
With Bristol’s thriving arts scene and panache for social justice, Josiah hopes to learn
how others are using their art for activism while exploring the city.

Greg Miller
Greg participated in the University of Bristol Summer Institute
Greg Miller is a student at the University of Notre Dame in the Class of 2022. At Notre
Dame, he is double majoring in Applied and Computational Mathematics and
Statistics and Economics with a minor in Constitutional Studies.
Currently, he plans to pursue constitutional law after finishing his undergraduate
studies. A native of Arizona, he holds several leadership positions on campus. He is
Vice President of the Roosevelt Institute where he has been fighting for fair and
affordable housing in South Bend, Indiana through tenant organizing. He also is
Events Commissioner for BridgeND, a bipartisan political discussion group which
hosts many high-end events on campus such as a conversation between John Kerry
and Condoleezza Rice. Lastly, he is Treasurer of the Notre Dame Debate Team.
Greg’s Fulbright experience further empowered him as a college student to initiate
positive change in the world.

Emma Peterson
Emma participated in the University of Bristol Summer Institute
Peterson is an undergraduate student at Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln,
Nebraska studying athletic training and Spanish. She aspires to become a physical
therapist that can treat patients in both English and Spanish.
At Nebraska Wesleyan University, Peterson stands at Vice President of the Yoga
Club and Secretary of the Alpha Mu Gamma chapter. With her free time, she loves to
help the Nebraska Wesleyan softball team as their student manager.
During her time at the University of Bristol Fulbright Summer Institute, Peterson hopes
to gain perspectives from various cultures and backgrounds to broaden her
understanding of relationships and communication, which she can apply to her
healthcare practice. By learning tips to decrease implicit bias during the program,
Peterson will be equipped to engage with individuals of all backgrounds.

Jakob Schmall
Jakob participated in the University of Bristol Summer Institute
Studying Biology at San Diego State University, Jakob Schmall has thoroughly
enjoyed his studies, and is eager to continue working towards a career in the medical
field as a neurosurgeon. However, it is his extracurricular involvements that he is most
proud of. Working with the Weber Honors College and as an Academic Mentor for the
Residential Education Office are the activities, he feels have most contributed to his
progress towards becoming an empathetic and socially involved doctor. He believes
that his participation in the US-UK Fulbright Summer Institute scholarship at the
University of Bristol will be foundational for him reaching this goal.
Jakob is ecstatic to become educated on how the universal healthcare system of the
UK affects all aspects of daily lifestyle as well as learn about immigration and
multiculturism in the UK. Furthermore, he is excited to be able to experience how

forms of social justice intersect with the arts and how this can be applied to his goal of
becoming a doctor who is active in the politics affecting his patient’s lives. With this
information, he wishes to care for his patients wholeheartedly while staying in touch
with the breakdown of social barriers.
Blake Turpin
Blake participated in the University of Bristol Summer Institute
Blake Turpin is an upcoming third-year student at the University of TennesseeKnoxville, studying Sociology with minors in Political Science and Hispanic Studies.
After graduation, he hopes to attend law school to study immigration and asylum law.
Currently, Blake is a member of multiple student organizations, such as the Student
Government Association, the KAPi Pre-Law Fraternity, and the Campus Events
Board, along with volunteering at a local elementary school as the co-founder of the
school’s Culture Club and Spanish Club.
At the University of Bristol summer institute, Blake hopes to be exposed to new
perspectives and gain new insights on activism and advocacy for underrepresented
and underprivileged groups. By studying social justice, arts, and activism in Bristol,
Blake hopes to gain the knowledge and skills necessary to combat injustice at his
university and in his city. Developing in these areas would help him in the future, as
he hopes to be a community organizer or politician who fights for the personhood and
rights of everyone, in addition to his services as an immigration and asylum attorney.

Chandler Vaughan
Chandler participated in the University of Bristol Summer Institute
Chandler Vaughan is entering her junior year as a Policy Studies major with minors in
Poverty and Social Justice and Leadership. She is passionate about social justice
present in the larger and smaller communities present in the world. She intends on
pursuing Undergraduate research on the effects of colonization on the education
system in the United States. She has a passion for examining disparities in
marginalized communities.
For that reason, the arts, activism, and social justice program in Bristol, England
captured Chandler’s eye. She’s convinced the Bristol Summer Institute will provide
her with a transformational experience that builds upon her understanding of social
change and justice and allow her to explore unconventional ways to combat social
issues.
Chandler is the Vice President of Community Outreach and Activism for the Black
Student Union, so she’s always searching for ways to bridge the gap between Elon’s
population and the broader communities. Chandler believes she can observe the
ways in which Bristol students engage their community in topics like identity,
inclusion, and activism. She hopes to translate the tactics and ideas Bristolians use to
bring about social change in her own work at Elon University.

Eric Kastelic
Eric participated in the University of Exeter Summer Institute
Eric Kastelic was raised in Palm City, Florida. At the age of six, Eric joined the
Scouting program and while working towards earning the Rank of Eagle Scout he
explored many of Florida's unique environments which led him to become interested
in the geosciences at a young age.
Now as a rising sophomore at the University of South Florida in Tampa he is majoring
in Geology with a minor in GIS. Eric would like to pursue a career in Ocean Mapping
to help better understand the relatively unknown Ocean Floor environments. Eric
currently works in the USF Stable Isotope Lab as well as USF's Ecohydrology
Research group so he can better understand the chemical and ecological processes
to compliment his developing understanding of Earth's physical processes. This drive
for a well-rounded scientific approach led him to pursue a Fulbright Summer institute
covering climate change.
During his time at the University of Exeter, Eric looks forward to visiting unique
geological features in Devon such as the Jurassic Coast and Dartmoor National Park
while learning and growing with his fellow Fulbright students and professors!

Megan Mascheri
Megan participated in the University of Exeter Summer Institute
Throughout her life, Megan Mascheri has always felt a strong, personal connection to
the environment. Growing up in a small rural town in Florida, she was immersed in
activities focused on the preservation and appreciation of nature.
In 2009, Mascheri moved to the city of Orlando, a place of big business and suburban
living. Not much environmental protection was being done here, inspiring Mascheri to
help advocate for wildlife protection and nature preservation throughout her
community. In 2018, Mascheri began studying Environmental Science and Policy at
the University of South Florida. Her background in leadership and environmental
concern led her to acceptance into the Fulbright UKSI on climate change, where she
will gain a global understanding on the subject.
Mascheri hopes to use what she learns at the University of Exeter in her future
studies and path towards environmental consultation. This career is intensive in ecofriendly problem solving and creative thinking, two skills she hopes to strengthen
during her time in Exeter. Mascheri also hopes to form connections with students from
around the world to learn how climate change is viewed globally and discover how the
world can work together to combat the anthropogenic causes of climate change.

Druv Vohra
Druv participated in the University of Exeter Summer Institute
Druv Vohra is originally from Naperville, Illinois, where his passion for the environment
was born from his 8th grade science fair experiment on cleaning up oil spills. With
time, this science fair experiment evolved into a patented oil spill response business.
As an entrepreneur, Druv believes strongly in the potential for businesses to be
agents of pro social and environmental change.
Druv is now a rising junior at Vanderbilt University, working towards degrees in
Sociology, Business, and Environmental and Sustainability Studies. He was hired by
Vanderbilt to find solutions for the university to reduce its carbon footprint. On
campus, he is also the captain of his dance team, a tour guide, and a leader in the
Alpha Kappa Psi business fraternity.
Druv is thrilled at the prospect of studying at the University of Exeter this summer. He
is eager to learn from several globally renowned innovators and scientists and
immerse himself in the beauty and culture of Southwest England. He hopes to gain a
global and comprehensive understanding of climate change and ultimately enrich his
own leadership skills and future impact. The dream lives on.

Danurius Williams
Danurius participated in the University of Exeter Summer Institute
Danurius Leviy Williams II is a Howard University junior Environmental Studies major,
Political Science minor from Madison, Mississippi. He is an Eagle Scout and spring
2019 initiate of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated, Alpha Chapter.
On campus, Danurius is an executive board member of both his fraternity and Howard
University’s Greek National Pan-Hellenic Council. With talents extending outside the
classroom, Danurius plays the French horn in Howard University’s Showtime
Marching Band and the cello in Howard University’s Symphonic Orchestra.
Danurius hopes that his participation in the University of Exeter’s Global Climate
Change Fulbright Summer Institute will instil a new unyielding vigour in his interest in
environmental law and justice policy. The Global Climate Change Institute will allow
him to immerse himself in the many different studies, technologies, policies, and
sustainable developments, all working across the globe to combat climate change.
After gaining a broadened scope of global political and socio-economic views on
climate change, Danurius plans on pursuing a joint law and master’s degree in public
policy.

Connor Beeman
Connor participated in the University of Sussex Summer Institute
Connor Beeman has just completed his second year as a student at Ohio University
in Athens, Ohio where he is pursuing a double major in Creative Writing and Women,
Gender, and Sexualities Studies with a minor in History. His writing has been
published in several literary journals at Ohio University and nationally, and he is
heavily involved in the art and performance scenes both on campus and around
Athens.
While at the University of Sussex he plans to study British Children’s Literature,
something that interests him greatly considering his literature studies background and
own childhood full of reading. He hopes to use his time in the United Kingdom as a
chance to expand his horizons beyond Ohio, to challenge himself as a person, to
meet new people from different cultures, and above all, experience as much of the
unique culture and history of the UK as possible before returning home. In the future,
he hopes his time with the Fulbright Summer Institute will lead to more opportunities
to study abroad in the UK and is considering pursuing postgraduate studies there.

Morgan Craig
Morgan participated in the University of Sussex Summer Institute
Morgan Craig grew up in Billings, Montana and is entering her junior year at Montana
State University. She is a member of the Honors College and a Montana University
System Honors Scholar. Throughout high school, Morgan participated in choir,
speech and debate, and National Honor Society. She also volunteered at her church
playing piano on the worship band and mentoring middle school students.
Now a History major with minors in Museum Studies and Hispanic Studies, she
continues volunteering for her community through National Residence Hall Honorary
as well as the honor society, Phi Kappa Phi. Morgan has worked as a Resident
Advisor on her campus and is now an Assistant Resident Director. She has also
worked on undergraduate research through the Public History Lab at MSU.
In the UK, Morgan will be learning more about the culture of Britain and what it means
to be “British” at the University of Sussex. She hopes that her experience in the UK
will help her learn more about different cultures and foster her ambassadorial and
leadership skills. She also hopes to apply what she learns as she pursues graduate
school and works toward becoming an archivist or curator.
.

Colin Fricker
Colin participated in the University of Sussex Summer Institute
Colin Fricker, of Akron, Ohio, is a rising junior at Vanderbilt University studying
Neuroscience for his major and Classics as his minor. An Eagle Scout in the Boy
Scouts of America, Colin plans on taking many hiking trips around the country to
enjoy landscapes different than the ones in the United States. Colin also hopes to
broaden his understanding of a culture with ties to the classical Mediterranean world
by exploring different historical museums and sights around the UK from the Roman
baths at Bath to the numerous museums throughout London.
During his study abroad experience, Colin plans on opening diverse dialogues both
with the people who call the United Kingdom their home and with the other American
and International students in Sussex’s International Summer School. Having
experience in conflict resolution conferences in high school, college, and now with
experience in another country, he plans on continuing to strengthen genuine
dialogues between diverse groups when he returns to the United States.

Grace Gay
Grace participated in the University of Sussex Summer Institute
As a writer and voracious reader, Grace Gay studies Creative Writing and
International Studies at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois. In addition to her
focus on poetry within the creative writing program, she also is minoring in Legal
Studies and hopes to work towards international cooperation and her own writing
following her graduation in 2021. Winner of the Faricy Award for Poetry and the
inaugural storytelling competition “This Northwestern Life”, Grace focuses on diversity
and leadership within her work.
During her time at Northwestern, she became interested in storytelling and media
related to children. Originally from Scottsdale, Arizona, where the temperatures can
reach over 120 degrees Fahrenheit, Grace is excited to spend part of her summer
studying at the University of Sussex in the milder Brighton, England.
While at the University of Sussex, she will pursue studies in Children’s Literature in
order to better understand English culture, finish her own manuscript for children and
learn how to better comprehend international approaches to children’s growth and
development. Grace looks forward to the opportunity to hike and explore the Brighton
areas beaches and historical landmarks.

Destinee Harper
Destinee participated in the University of Sussex Summer Institute
Destinee Harper, from Harrisonburg, Virginia, is a literary studies major at Roanoke
College. She currently works as a volunteer coordinator for a soup kitchen in
Roanoke. Harper’s Fulbright Summer Institute will be held at the University of Sussex
where she will be studying children’s literature. She is most excited about the stories
that she will be reading and is hoping to visit Bathe and Stonehenge during her stay in
the UK. She will be touring Warner Bros. Studios to see the sets of Harry Potter,
which Harper is looking forward to.
Children’s literature is important to Harper because she grew up reading tales of Peter
Rabbit and Winnie the Pooh. She is interested in studying stories because she
believes they shape children as they grow through their childhood. Upon returning to
the US, Harper will be doing an independent study on Spanish young adult fiction and
would like to use her knowledge gained in the UK to facilitate her work.
Afterwards, Harper will be studying in Washington D.C. and Spain. She is excited to
share her experience during her future travels while examining the similarities and
differences between the literature of various cultures.

Grayce Walker
Grayce participated in the University of Sussex Summer Institute
Receiving the Princeton Prize for Race Relations certificate and graduating in 2018
from Bard High School Early College Queens with her high school diploma and
Associate's Degree in Liberal Arts, Walker arrived at Lafayette College with a passion
for knowledge and social justice, believing these entities to be intrinsically intertwined.
As a double major in Anthropology/Sociology and Women & Gender Studies with a
minor in English, Walker has continued her work as an educator and community
builder through various student organizations, including becoming the historian for the
Association of Black Collegians, as well as a Pards Against Sexual Assault and
Kaleidoscope Social Justice peer educator. Born and raised in Brooklyn, New York,
Walker has always had a microcosm of the world at her fingertips. However, she
knew that to truly immerse herself in another culture she had to travel abroad.
Participating in the UKSI programme this past summer allowed Walker to experience
the UK as a scholar and conduct her own ethnographic study of London, expanding
her view of the world and definition of culture. Walker took a course in British
Children’s Literature, bringing to her attention the ways she can integrate diasporic
and intergenerational connections into her work, and help to conceptualize what
graduate school can look like in the future.

William Wong
William participated in the University of Sussex Summer Institute
William began his undergraduate studies with the University of Maryland, College
Park in Fall 2017, and he will be accomplishing a lifelong dream of travelling to the
U.K. when he begins his studies at the University of Sussex with the Fulbright
Summer Institutes this summer. His module of study will be on the British
Counterculture and the role of the PR industry in the world of rock music, a topic that
William finds particularly relevant to his musical tastes and to his communications
internship with the U.S. Department of Transportation.
During his time abroad, William eagerly anticipates experiencing life in another
country and developing his knowledge in the humanities from a different cultural
perspective. He is particularly excited by the discussion and seminar-based classes
and the opportunity to witness the seaside sights of Brighton and other landmarks like
the mysterious Stonehenge.
William is looking forward to sharing his experiences in the U.K. with his professors
and fellow students at home, and he hopes that his time abroad will inspire him in his
pursuits in creative writing and in his role as an editor and contributor to his home
university’s literary journal, The Paper Shell Review.

Michael Craighead
Michael participated in the University of Westminster Summer Institute
Michael Craighead, a native of Jefferson City, Missouri, just completed his first year at
Baylor University, pursuing a joint degree in philosophy, political science, and
economics.
During his time in the UK, Michael will be studying marketing and brand economics at
the University of Westminster in London. He is very excited to spend time in London
and analyse marketing principles from a more global perspective, which he hopes will
also allow him to better understand the global economy. He also competes on
Baylor’s moot court team and is an avid golfer, so he looks forward to witnessing the
British legal and political system in person and spending time near the birthplace of
golf. Looking forward, Michael plans to attend law school after completing his
undergraduate degree and hopes to utilize his experience in the UK as a springboard
to studying international law.

Katrina Fischer
Katrina participated in the University of Westminster Summer Institute
Having moved from southern Utah to New York in 2018, Katrina now studies at
Syracuse University as a piano performance major with a world-class piano teacher.
Attending college for music never used to be on her list of possibilities. Neither did
studying in London for a summer. For Katrina, getting to this point has meant daring
to step out of the approved bounds of the rural, closed community she grew up in. It
has meant being willing to acknowledge the meaning that music holds for her and
daring to follow where it took her regardless of social pressure.
As a student in London this summer, she’s excited to make connections with people
both from the UK as well as other countries and to learn about their cultures. Also,
she can’t wait to get acquainted with London’s classical music scene at places like
the Royal Albert Hall. She expects that this experience will open her eyes to
unimagined possibilities.

Nathan Terrell
Nathan participated in the University of Westminster Summer Institute
Nathan Terrell is a native of Morehead, KY and is currently a rising sophomore at
Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green, KY where he is studying Political
Science and Economics.
Coming from a rural area, Nathan was not exposed to many obtainable abroad
experiences. Finally given the chance, Nathan is humbled and excited to have his
horizons broaden by his first trip abroad to the United Kingdom through the UK/US
Fulbright Summer Institute at the University of Westminster. In addition to falling in
love with the city of London, Nathan will be studying the Power of Branding and
attending the Global Leaders Workshop. Having great concerns on the socioeconomic struggles that rural Americans face daily, Nathan is most excited about the
chance to expand his understanding of the political and economic realm to a larger
global perspective and the chance to hopefully bring back knowledge from the UK to
help his local communities.
Motivated by his love for his learning experiences, Nathan can be seen outside of the
classroom as a member of leadership for his student government association, a
freshman orientation leader, and as an alumni ambassador for his university. In his
spare time, he loves to volunteer in his local community and build puzzles with his
niece and nephew.

Sierra Waite
Sierra participated in the University of Westminster Summer Institute
Sierra Waite was born and raised in Ginter, PA, a small community near Houtzdale,
PA, where she attended Moshannon Valley High School and graduated as
Valedictorian. For her graduation project, Sierra raised $1,725 for the Children’s
Miracle Network, an organization that supported her family when she was born
prematurely.
Sierra is now a rising junior at Juniata College, majoring in Communication and
Design with a minor in Marketing. Sierra's vision is to use outreach, storytelling, and
creativity to connect with others. She is a member of Lambda Pi Eta, the National
Honor Society of Leadership and Success, the Communication and Media Club, and
Art Alliance. Beyond that, Sierra works as a Social Media Manager, Student Writer
and Reporter, and Tutor. Her love of learning and desire to study abroad led her to
apply for the “Future Leaders of a Global Age” program.
As a first-generation college student, Sierra wants to be the first person in her family
to have a global impact. During this experience, she looks forward to capturing
memories, exploring London, and fostering lifelong relationships. Sierra hopes to gain
greater insight into the world, which will encourage her to think, reflect, and engage
with everyone she meets.

Sheridan Waterfall
Sheridan participated in the University of Westminster Summer Institute
Sheridan Waterfall studied how to become a future leader in a global age in London,
the cultural epicentre of the world with Fulbright. Prior to this experience, she worked
to become a tolerant and open-minded leader through her own local experiences.
She has collaborated with Darryl Mc Daniels from the hip hop group, Run DMC in her
high school animation class, worked as an ambassador to her high school and
college, and works in social media for her college’s student-run non-profit, NJPIRG.
In this institute, she studied the culture of London in the class, London: Culture
Capital of the World. As an artist she further developed her insight as an artist
through analysis and critical review.
This institute helped Sheridan develop into a well-rounded, open-minded, and
creative leader. She immersed herself in London’s culture by observing its art,
exploring the city, and meeting its people. Her passion to create a better future
motivates her to continue her studies as a graphic designer. She believes that
advertising can be used to benefit the world by educating the public. As a leader,
Sheridan would like to share her creative vision with the advertising world’s
increasingly more progressive culture.

